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Vor. 1.j WASHINGTON, THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 9, 1843. LNo. 5. 
Congressional Documenis. | Estimate of the amount required to be 
oe | appropriated for the half year ending 
REPORT OF CHIEF ENGINEER.—Concluded, | 39th June, 1843, - - - —- 8,000 00 
Estimate of the amount required to be 
Repairs of Fort Macon, Beaufort harbor, N.C.—| appropriated for the fiscal year onding 
The counterforting and repairing of the three water! 30th June, 1844, ‘ - 13,000 00 


fronts of the main work have been completed, and Repairs of Fort Caswell, Oak island, N. C.—Du.- 
the earth of the terreplein re-embanked ; the arrange- Icing the year the permanent platforms for the whole 
ments for the drainage ef all the casemate roofs have | armamen. of the work have been laid; the breast- 
been finished, as well as the repairs of the cisterns. | height wll and embankments of parapets finished, 
The three magazines have been relined with kyan-| the whar® extended forty-five feet, and a substantia 
ized wood, and put in perfect order. Permanent gun-| dike built from the wharf to the fort; the culvert 
platforms laid on the three water fronts of the leading fiom the cunette modified, and a new cistern 





covert way, the breast-height modified ; there remains 
now, for the entire completion of these fronts, only 
the revetment o° the interior slope and some little | 
grading of the terreplein. The permanent gun-tra- | 
verses and pintle-centres for the whole work have 
been procured, and are ready to be laid; the wharf| 
repaired and increased. The above repairs exhausted 
the appropriation for the work, but a sum was taken 
from the contingent fund sufficient to repair the 
casemate quarters in time for the reception of troops; 
since their completion nqthing has been done, in 
consequence of the last appropriation not being 
available. ' 

This work, though capable of mounting a consi- 
derable battery and using it efficiently, is still in a 
bad ‘state in some respects. There are defective 
walls, leaky casemates, an ill-regulated ditch, and 
other minor matters, all of which bear directly upon 
the health of the garrison, the security of stores, and 
the preservation from dilapidation of the work itself. 
To remedy these, further work is indispensable, and 
requires some additional aid from Congress. 

The unexpended balance on the 30th of 

September, 1842, - - -  ~- $5,082 73 
To be drawn from the Treasury before 

the Ist of January, 1843, - - = - 0 00 
Estimate of the amount required to be ap- 

propriated for the half year ending 30th 

June, 1843, n! m , ° 
Estimate of amount required to be ap- 

proprfted for the fiscal year ending the 

30th of June, 1844, - - - - 7,000 00 

Preservation of the site at Fort Macon, N. C.— 
The western jettce has been completed to the extent 
proposed, and the other commenced and extended 
one hundred and eighty-six feet from original high- 
water mark; the latter requires an addition yet of 
four hundred and eighty-nine feet to complete it. 
Beside the jettees, about three thousand eight hun- 
dred lineal feet of catchsand fence, made of pine and 
cedar, have been built. The operation of these works 
has been altogether favorable, and promises to ac. 
complish, in a permanent manner, all that is desired. 
The necessity for this success is however very ur- 
gent, as the sea was making the most dangerous 
infoads, threatening not only the destruction of the 
fort, but also of one of the best of the southern har- 
bors—in war, a place of great resort. 

Unexpended balance on 30th September, 

1842, : - ° - - - $7,106 55 

To be drawn from the Treasury before 


8,000 00 


constructed under the citadel. The new roofing of 
the caponniéres is in progress, 

Present condition.—This fort is in a good condi- 
tion for service ; but in reference to its preservation, 
and to place it in the state when it may be left in 
charge of a careful garrison, without danger of inju- 
ry or deterioration, requires some further work. Be. 
side the labors now in progress, the interior slopes of 
the ramparts and covertways must be re-formed and 
sodded, parapets and slopes adjusted, magazine ven- 
tilation increased, and some minor repairs applied, 
amounting in all to $6,000, for which an estimate 
has been very carefully made by the engineer officer 
in charge. 

Preservation of the site of Fort Caswell —A 
jettee will be necessary on the beach opposite the 
southeast-shoulder angle of the fort. It is proposed 
to make one fifty yards in length, to be built of rough 
stone, placed upon a palmetto grillage, according to 
the mode that has been found perfectly successful at 
Charleston, S. C., and at Beaufort, N.C. A further 
extension of the wharf may also become necessary 
(from the present rapid filling in of the sand) to ena- 
ble vessels to unload at all stages of the tide. The 
amount required for these objects has been carefully 
estimated by the engineer officer incharge at $6,500 
No unexpended balance September 30, 1842. 
Estimate of amount required to be appropri- 

ated for the half year ending June 30, 1843, 12,500 

No appropriation asked for the fiseal ycar ending 
June 30, 1844, 

Castle Pinckney, Charleston, S.C:—The few slight 
repairs required by this work during the past year, 
were applied out of the appropriation for contingen. 
cies of fortifications. With the adjustment of some 
fixtures to the centres of the barbette guns, the fort 
will pass entirely out of the hands of this department, 

There are no funds remaining to the credit of the 
work, and no further appropriation will be asked. 

Sea-wall in advance of Castle Pinckney,Charleston, 
S. C.—The space between the scarp-wall of Castle 
Pinckney and a sea-wall ten feet in advance of it, 
intended for its protection, was formerly filled with 
mud and shells; the recoil of the waves in storms had 
removed this filling and endangered the scarp. The 
object of the appropriation ($2,000) was to flag this 
space with granite flags, sufficiently heavy to resist 
the shock of the waves. It has been found, with the 
addition of a few cents drawn from contingencies of 
fortifications, sufficient, and the work is complete. 

No balance remains of this fund, and no further 
appropriation is asked. 





the Ist of January, 1843, per estimate 


of the agent, - ° . : 3 100 00 


Fort Moultrie, Charleston harbor, S. C.—The re- 
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pairs of this old work are finished, and it is ready for| 8,596 tons of rough granite have been received for 
service. It is probable that someslight additions may |the enrockment of this work, beside a large quantity 
be made with a view to the more perfect stability of|of granite blocks for foundation. The permanent 
the pintle céntres of the barbette guns; but this will} wharf is completed. The enrockment of the gorge 


require no further appropriation. 
The unexpended balance on the 30th Sep- 

tember, 1842, .- e ‘ * 
To be drawn from the Treasury before the 


and the adjacent angle on the southeast are finished. 
Six piers on the gorge, raised to the level at which 


- $5,108 97|the brick-work will commence, and about half the 


scarp on the gorge, is raised to the same height. The 


Ist January, 1843, - - - - 0 00) enrockment around the whole circuit of the work has 
No appropriation asked for the half year, from Ist} been raised nearly to high-water mark. So much of 


January to 30th June, 1843. 


the work is now raised aboye the influence of the 


No appropriation asked for the fiscal year ending| tides, that the scale of operations forthe ensuing year 


30th June, 1844. 


may be enlarged to any extent that funds applicable 


Preservation of the site of Fort Moultrie, Charles-|to the work will justify. 
ton harbor, S. C.—The efficiency of the breakwater|The unexpended balance on the 30th 
is reported to be the same as heretofore. Those por-; September, 1842, - « . - $53,554 15 
tions, however, which were constructed at an early|'To be drawn from the Treasury before 


period were made of cribs of palmetto logs, filled with} Ist January, 1843, - . ° . 


1,008 11 


rough masses of granite. Parts of these logs were | No appropriation asked for the half year 
not constantly covered by the water, and, having de-| ending 30th June, 1843. 

ecayed, have yielded to the force of the waves, and} Estimate of the amount required to be 
the stones have fallen in irregular piles, no longer} appropriated for the fiseal year ending 
presenting the barrier they formerly did against the} 30th June, 1844, ~~ - - - 45,000 00 
sea; but the foundation remains undecayed, and itis| Preservation of the siteof Fort Johnson, Charleston 
proposed, by arranging the masses of rock upon it in| harbor, S. C_——The breakwater on the north side of 
a regular manner, to maintain, probably increase, the | the point has been completed, as also’a grillage on 
efficiency of the breakwater at those places. It is to| the point itself. The work for the protection of the 


be understood that the project has been eminently 





southeast side is also completed, except the filling. in 


successful, and that now it remains only to give a | with shells and earth in rearof the rock facing. The 
permanent character to parts of the work which, / high tides of August and September rendered it im. 
while in the beginning there was some doubt as to! possible to obtain these shells, except at great ex- 
their success, were constructed in a temporary man-/ pense, and was consequently postponed until the tides 


ner. The estimates submitted are for this object. 
The unexpended balance on 30th Septem- 


should be more favorable. 
Present condition —The above statement exhibits 


“See - $561 49) the condition of the work on the 30th September last. 


To be drawn from the Treasury before the 


On the 6th and 7th instants, however, a violent gale 


Ist of January, 1843, ° ° . 0 00) and extraordinary high tides assailed these structures, 


Estimate of amount required to be appro. 
priated for the half year ending 30th 


but without materially affecting the new work. A 
portion of old wharf facing was, however, removed, 


June, 1843, . - - 7,000 00| and a considerable portion of earth behind it. The 


Estimate of amount required to be appro- 
priated for the fiscal year ending 30th 
June, 1844, ° e - . 
Dike on Drunken Dick shoal, Charleston harbor, S. 


remaining part of the project becomes the more ne- 
cessary, and especially an extension of the work for 


- 16,000 00 some distance south of the termination of the public 


land. ‘This, which had been urged previously by the 


C.—Thirty thousand dollars were appropriated during | agent and included in his estimate, becomes under 
the session of 1841 for the commencement of this| this experience indispensable. The agent writes that 
work. Contracts for the requisite supply of palmetto! this gale has effectually tested the merits of the plan 


logs were immediately made, and the logs were de- 


livered early in 1842. The work would have been 
commenced at once but for the want of lighters, all 
of which were fully employed at Fort Sumter and 
Fort Johnson; and it was deemed better to delay ope- 
rations until these lighters were disengaged than to 
expend a large portion of the appropriation in pur- 
chasing others, as-several could be spared for this ob- 
ject immediately on the completion of the break water 
at Fort Johnson. A large quantity of stone was also 
purchased, and a force organized ready to commence 
work, when the instructions from this office, in con- 
formity with the wishes of the Secretary of War, to 
reduce operations every where to the smallest possi- 
ble scale, compelled the officer in charge te stop short. 
Nothing has consequently been done towards the con- 
struction of the break water beyond the collection and 
preparation of materials, ready to be applied when- 
ever restrictions, imposed by the condition of the 
Treasury, shall be removed. 
The unexpended balance on the 30th 

September, 1842, - - ° - $21,265 15 
To be drawn from the Treasury before 

the Ist January, 1843, - .~- - 0 00 
No appropriation asked for the half year 

ending June 30, 1843. 
Estimate of the amount required to be 

appropriated for the fiscal year ending 

June 30, 1844, —> - ° - - 60,000 00 

Fort Sumter, Charleston, S. C_—During the year, 


adopted, “and it is gratifying to be able to state that 
not the slightest doubt of its efficiency now remains.” 
The more southern shore mentioned above is subject 
to the same influences, which have been gradually 
Wearing away the site of the fort, and will, in the 
course of time, if not protected, be so far abraded as 
to admit the sea behind the present work®. This 
can be prevented by extending the breakwater about 
450 feet further along the shore. The estimate now 
submitted includes this extension. 

The unexpended balance on the 30th Sep- 


tember, 1842, - . . . - $2,505 77 
Estimate of amount to be drawn from the 
‘Treasury prior to Ist January, 1843, - 0 00 


Estimate of amount required to be appro. 
priated for the half year ending June 
30, 1843, - ° ° - - - 6,500 00 
No appropriation asked for the fiscal year ending 
June 30, 1844. 

‘ort Pulaski, Savannah, Georgia.—During the 
year the cordon of the main work has been all set, 
parade-wall constructed and coped, stairways and 
stairs built, parapet nearly completed, casemate-roofs 
and walls loaded, terreplein embanked, stone tra- 
verses and pintle ceutres for the barbette guns laid, 
counter-damp arches constructed under the floors of 
all the quarters on the gorge and the two magazines, 
masonry generally poiuted, iron traverses of case- 
mate guns laid, two shot-furnaces built, considerable 
progress made in fitting up casemates for cfficers’ 
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quarters, soldiers’ barracks, and store-rooms, maga- 
zines completed, ready for service, and other minor 


werk done. Permanent platforms have been pro- 
cured for the guns ef the demilune, embankment of 
tcrreplein and parapet ef the advanced battery nearly 
completed, the permanent dikes raised, strengthened, 
and brought nearly to completion, two sluices con- 
structed, and the break water finished. 

Present cendition.—The werk is now near com. 
pletiongmnd is already in a condition to use all its 
lower battery, and with no great additional labor its 
barbette buttery also. The demilune, which will 
comprise an important advanced battery, is yet to be 
built, and bridges and draws constructed, and the ad- 
vanced battery to be finished; all of which will be 
nearly accomplished by the appropriation now asked, 
The unexpended balance on 30th Sep. - 
tember, 1842, ~ - $1,560 62 

600 00 


To be drawn from the Treasury before 
the Ist January, 1843, conjectural, - 
Estimate of amount required to be ap- 
propriated for the half year ending 
30th June, 1843, 
Estimate of amount required to be ap- 
propriated for the fiscal year ending 
30th June, 1844, 


30,000 00 


30,000 00 


Works on the coast of Georgia.—In your report to” 
the President of the lst of December last, you advert 


to the necessity of attending particularly to the de- 
f.uces of the more remote southern position of our 
scacoast, and suggest an appropriation for the com- 
moncement of twe forts on the coast of Georgia, 
The inilitary committee of the House of Representa- 
tives reported a bill comprising such a grant; which 
bill, however, was not called up. In the meantime 
this office requested that a military survey might be 
made of the outlet of Cumberland sound, with a view 
to the early collection of information necessary to a 
preper selection of sites, I now bring the subject 
forward again, with the recommendation that the sum 
of $30,009 be asked for the commencement of a work 
on such site on the coast of Georgia as the President 
shall select, to be expended in the fiseal year ending 
30th of June, 1844. 

Repairs of Fort Marion, St. Augustine, Florida.— 
The repairs were commenced in March last; all the 
additional stone necessary for the water battery has 
been quarried at an adjacent island and transported 
to the work ; all the earth necessary for the embank- 
ment of its terreplein has been also transported in flats 
from a beach from one to two miles distant, and all 
the eld masenry of this battery that it is not intended 
to retain, has been taken up; shells for conerete have 
been collected, and the foundations of the new breast- 
height walls, banquettes, &c., had just been com- 
menced when the order was received for the suspen- 
sion of the work. With the small force necessarily 
retained, however, a porfion of the breast-height walls 
lias been built, and some banquettes laid. Much 
more would have beeit accomplished but for the im- 
possibility of obtaining in time granite from the north 
for the face of the scarp of this battery. ‘This supply 
being now obtained or on the way, operations may be 
carried on to the completion of this battery as rapidly 
as means can be supplied. from the Treasary. 

The first object is to bring the advanced portion 
on the water side of the old Spanish fort, by repairs 
and modifications, into a state for action upon the 
channel and harbor, and at the same time place the 
dilapidated scarp of this battery in a condition pro. 
perly to sustain itself as a position of the sea-wall. 
Existing contracts require that the granite for this 
scarp should be received this autumn as it is delivered ; 
and it is quite important, to prevent further dilapida- 
tion, that the stone should be laid at an early day; it 
is to be hoped, therefore, that operations on a mode. 
rate scale may be resumed after the Ist of January 





next. The amount now available will, on this scale, 
carry us through the next year witheut another ap. 
propriation. 

The unexpended balance on the 30th 

September, 1842, - $22,523 03 
To be drawn’ from the Treasury before 

the Ist January, 1843, conjectural, - 6,500 00 

No approprixtion asked fur the half year ending 
30th June, 1843. 

No appropriation asked for the fiscal year ending 
30th June, 1844. 

Sea-wall of St. Augustine, Florida.—During the 
year this wall has been continued 400 feet further 
south, protecting the whole of the St. Francis bar- 
racks lot; 1,142 feet of granite coping purchased 
and laid, and a considerable portion of earth filled 
in behind the wall. ‘The wall was reported by the 
engineer officer in charge as having been complete 
on the 30th September, and answering fully the pur- 
pose designed, nimely, giving the city of St. Augus- 
tine a full and effectual protection from the ravages 
of the sea. @n the 5th instant a gale of great vio- 
lence cowmenced, during which the wall, while it 
is said to have afferded satisfactory protection to 
property on shore, received some injury fro® the 
driving against it of several vessels. ‘These injuries 
are, however, slight, and may be repgired by a small 
rentittance to be made before the Ist of January next, 
say $1,000. 

Fort Pickens, Pensacola harbor, Florida.—The 
leakage in some of the casemates has been cured by 
paving the terreplein with brick; the exterior and 
superior slopes of certain parts of the parapets have 
also been paved, counterforts have been added to the 
|scarp wall of the curtain of east front, and an in- 
|creased thickness given to the scirp of the right 
| face of the southwest front. Platforms of masonry 
have been built around some of the pintle blocks. 
The glacis and the terrepleins of the covert way 
have been raised, to bring them under the fire of the ~ 
‘parapets, and several other necessary improvements 
| have been made to various parts of the work. 

Present condition Some amount of labor yet re- 
mains to be executed, to protect certain parts of the 
work effectually from the weather, and injury from 
other causes—comprising the building of masonry 
platforms for the service of guns and the security of 
the pintle blecks; brick pavements, to prevent 
leaks in the casemates ; improvement of coping, and 
construction of drains. ‘The estimate submitted, 
beside providing for these, covers an arrearage for 
work that could not have been postponed without 
serious injury to the work and inconvenience to the 
garrison. . Though the operations just enumerated 
are necessary to the preservation and permanence of 
the work, and some of them to the health and ac. 
commodation of the garrison, the fort is, neverthe- 
less, in ‘a state for efficient service, and presents a 


, 





most powerful battery for the defence of the channel. 
Unexpended balance Sept. 30, 1842, - $0 02 
Arrearages, Te ty eo eo RSs 
Estimate of amount to be appropriated 

for half year ending June 30, 1843, - 7,000 00 
Estimate of amount to be appropriated 

for the fiscal year ending June 30, 

1844, oe. " . - 6,000 00 

Fort M’ Ree, Foster's hank, Pensacola, Florida.— 


This is a very fine new casemated battery, ready for 
the service of its guns and for defence, but needing, 
for completion and preservation, a small additional 
outlay; for which, and a small arrearage unavoida- 
bly incurred, an appropriation is asked. 

‘Two shot furnaces must be erected, the terreplein 
over the front casemates covered with asphalte, and 
the accumulation of sand removed from the front of 
the scarp wall. ‘To prevent this accumulation in 


A 





future, a ditch and glicis may be necessary. 
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commencement of decay has been discovered in the 
wooden platforms of the second gun tier. To guard 
against such an evil, the engineer officer in charge 
proposes to take up the timbers, and substituting for 
the portions found to be unsound, to kyanize the 
whole, and relay as before. 
Arrearages on the 30th of September, 

1842, - - - - : - $1,940 39 
Estimated amount required to be appro- 

priated for the half year ending June 

30, 1843, ° . ° . 
Estimated amount required to be appro- 

priated for the fiscal year ending June 

30, 1844, : - - - - 4,000 00 

Fort Barrancas, Pensacola harbor, Florida.—The 
operations here have been steadily applied to the re- 
moval of earth to a considerable extent, and to the 
construction of masonry; the counterscarp walls, 
galleries, and casemates have been completed, the 
masonry of the scarp has been generally raised sev- 
eral feet, and some relieving arches turned. The | 
subterranean communication with the old battery is 
completed. - 

It is hoped nothing may prevent the regular pro- 

ess Of labor. 

he unexpended balance on September, 

30, 1842,- .- ° . - + $14,091 84 
To be drawn from the Treasury before 

January 1,1843, - - . . 
Estimate of amount required to be ap- 

propriated for the half year ending 

June 30, 1843, - - - - 25,000 00 
Estimate of amount required to be ap- 

propriated for the fiscal year ending 

June 30, 1844, - aa: - 33,000 00 

Repair of Fort Morgan, Mobile Point, Alabama.— 
During the year permanent platforms for the bar- 
bette guns have been laid, the terreplem graded and 
paved, the breast-height walls modified, and the pa. 
rapet reformed, the magazines relined with kyanized, 
wood, and made perfectly tight and dry ; the perma- 
nent traverse circles of casemate guns relaid, and 
iron rails relaid thereon, flank embrasures altered to 
receive carronades, terreplein of the covert way grad- 
ed, and the slope of the glacis partially protected. 

Present condition.—The first objects of the re- 
pairs which have been applied to this work were to 
give efficiency in the command of the channel and 
resistance to attack, and these have been accom- 
plished by improving the flanking arrangements, and 
preparing for the armament. Other important mat- 
ters, as the improvement of the magazines, have alsa 
been attended to; but others still remain, not less 
important, though they were less pressing ; they re- 
late to the health and comfort of the garrison, to the 
preservation of the work from weather, and to its 
greater efficiency and strength. ‘The work contem. 
plated in the estimate consists in finishing the alter- 
ation of the flanking embrasures, laying permanent 
pintles and traverses for the guns in the advanced bat- 
tery, closing several useless and dangerous posterns, 
modifying and making more securethe main entrance, 
some embankment and sodding of rampart, building 
shot furnace in advanced bastion, securing the glacis 
slopes, and keeping wharf in repair. Beside the 
above, which are provided for by the estimate, it will 
be necessary to raise the bottom of the ditch at least 
six inches, to establish a proper drainage ; this could 
be very economically done by the garrison in the 
course of a year. It will be also necessary, after 
other things are done, to complete on the land side 
the glacis, which has never been more than a glacis 
coupé. But this may be left to a future estimate. 
The unexpended balance on September 

30, 1842, . ° . 


4,000 00 


5,117 84 


é - + $130 65 
To be drawn from the Treasury before 
January 1, 1843, . . - ° . 0 00 





Estimate of amount required to be appro. 
priated for the half year ending June 30, 
1843, - - - : . : - 8,000 00 
Estimate of amount required to be appro- 
priated for the fiscal year ending June 
30, 1844, - ° . - ° - 10,000 00 
Works between Mobile hay and the Rigolets.—I 


here renew the recommendation first introduced in’ 


your report of the lst of December last, for the com- 
mencement of works for the defence of th® waters 
between Mobile bay and the Rigolets, both inclusive. 
Although the proposition was not acted on by Con- 
gress, it received the sanction of the military com- 
mittee of the House of Representatives, and was re- 
ported in their bill. The estimates of the Depart- 
ment comprise a grant of $30,000, in the fiscal year 
ending 30th June, 1844, for the commencement of 
works of fortification for the defence of the gulf fron- 
tier at such positions between Mobile bay, in the 
State of Alabama, and the Rigolets, in the State of 
»Louisiana, both inclusive, as in the opinion of the 
President may be best adapted to the purpose. 

Repairs of Fort Pike, Rigolets, Louisianu.—The 
breast-height walls have been repaired and some of 
them reconstructed from their foundations, and the 
parapets generally reformed ; the embrasures in the 
casemates modified and their stone traverses reset to 
suit the guns; ventilators cut in the casemates, and 
their floors relaid, as well as the floors of store-rooms; 
ramp lengthened; stone steps and cisterns repaired ; 
terrepleins paved with brick; traverses of covert 
way repaired, and masonry generally pointed. ‘I'he 
counterscarp of the interior ditch revetted with wood, 
and the banquette and glacis slopes reformed ; wood- 
en banquettes and platforms for the service of the 
guns put upon the water and land fronts; the maga- 
zine of south and west land fronts lined with kyan- 
ized wood; new and copious ventilation provided, 
and interior doors made ; main entrance modified and 
made more secure. ‘The wood and iron work of the 
drawbridge is prepared and will be put up next win. 
ter. 

Present condition—This work is now in good 
condition for defence and the repairs completed, with 
the exception of putting up the drawbridge, laying 
the permanent platforms of two barbette guns, and 
the iron rails on two curtains, and paving part of the 
terreplein of the land fronts. 

The unexpended balance, September 30, 

1842, - - - - - : - $400 00 
To be drawn from the Treasury before 

the Ist of January, 1843, - ; ; 0 00 

No appropriation asked for the half year ending 
30th of June, 1843, 


No appropriation asked for the fiscal year ending 
30th June, 1844. 

Fort Wood, Chef Mentuer, Louisiana.—The re- 
pairs of this work were of the same nature and em- 
braced the same details as at Fort Pike, the amount 
of labor applied varying only slightly from the other. 
The condition of the work is also the same. 

The unexpended balance on the 30th of 

September, 1842, ° ° . - $600 00 
To be drawn from the Treasury before the 

Ist January,1843, - - .-. .- 0 00 

No appropriation asked for the half year ending 
30th June, 1843, 


No appropriation asked for the fiscal year ending 
30th June, 1844, 

Battery Bienvenue, Bayou Bienvenue, Louisiana,— 
The tiled roofs of the quarters have been painted ; 
old cistern repaired and a new one built; old maga. 
zine partly rebuilt aad slated, and lined with kyan. 
ized wood ; whole shot-furnace repaired and pointed, 
palisades erected on three sides of the work; inte. 
rior slope of the parapet of the water front revetted 
in wood; wooden platforms for the service of the 
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guns, and banquettes put up, and wooden traverse 
circles and pintle crosses laid for barbette guns; a 
gate put up at the main entrance. The old parapet 
was reduced about one half in thickness, its height 
increased, and the proper slope given to it, the terre- 
plein graded, and the parade raised and graded. 

The repairs are completed, and the work is in the 
best condition it is susceptible of, so far as regards 
its defences, 

There is no fund applicable-to this work, and no 
appropriation is asked. 

Tower Duprés, Bayou Duprés, Louisiana.—The 
repairs were commenced here on the Ist July, 1842, 
and continued to the 15th of August, when sickness 
and want of funds rendered it necessary to suspend 
them. In this short time, beside providing rough 
quarters for the men, the palisades were all prepared 
and put up; the wooden revetment of the interior 
slope of the parapet of the water battery prepared 
and a part put up; and the carpentry work of the 
tower finished. This comprised a new roof, new 
floor, and stairway, and new magazine. The doors 
are all made and hung, except the two for the main 
entrance, which are made but not put up. A new 
cistern was built, the masonry of the tower pointed, 
partition walls erected, new door-ways and loop-holes 
formed, and a window cut in the magazine ; a brick 
floor laid, and a course of bricks laid in cement upon 
the roof of the tower, to receive a coating of as- 
phalte; a part of the parapet and its battery, and of 
the terreplein and its slope, have been formed, and 
the terreplein partly graded 

Present condition.—There remain now, to com. 
plete the repairs, the finishing of the revetment of the 
battery parapet, laying the wooden platforms of the 
barbette gus, putting up wooden banquettes, con- 
structing six carronade embrasures in the tower, 
arranging main-entrance doorway, and completing 
the embankment; grading and sodding of the para- 
pet terreplein and parade. These indispensable ob- 
jects require a small sum to be appropriated. 
Unexpended balance on 30th September, 

1842, - - - : ° ° > 
To be drawn from the Treasury before the 

Ist January, 1843, > ° ° © 0 00 
Estimate of the amount required to be ap- 

propriated for the half year ending 30th 

June, 1843, ° : - ° - 3,500 00 

No appropriation asked for the fiscal year ending 
30th June, 1844, 

Fort Jackson, Mississippi river, Louisiana.—Ope- 
rations were resumed in November last, and contin. 
ued to the exhaustion, in June, of funds appropriated 
therefor, and of all that could be spared from con. 
tingent funds. The re-leading of the casemates of 
the two water fronts, and of the postern, was com. 
pleted; and the drainage of the arches, and relief 
of the scarp from the pressure of the parapets effect- 
ed; the two batteries in the covert-way completed, 
and a shot furnace built in each ; now bridges of ky- 
anized timber built over the ditches, complete except 
the railing of one and the draw-bridge of the other; 
casemate embrasures changed in position and form, 
and the gun traverses, floors, &c., nade to corres- 
pond therewith ; relieving arches have been con. 
structed along the rear of the scarp of the three 
land fronts, the parapets embanked, and the breast- 
height walls built all around the work; one arched 
communication between curtains and bastions is 
completed ; traverses and pintle centres for all the 
barbette guns laid; interior slope of parapet revet- 
ted. 

Present condition.—The fort is ready to receive its 
whole armament, and is capable of making a good 
defence, and of acting with eff>ct upon the channel. 
But other work is indispensable to its preservation, 
aud to the health and accommodation of a garrison. 


510 58 





Some earth is yet to be removed from the five bas. 
tions, and their interior adjusted; the flank casemate 
roofs covered with asphalte; four arched passages 
into the bastions made ; caseimates paved throughout ; 
store-rooms fitted up; one or two more magazines 
fitted, and the floors of citadel raised and paved—for 
which purposes an estimate is presented. It is quite 
important to an economical expenditure that advan- 
tage be taken of the present state of operations there 
to carry them at once to completion. 
Unexpended balance September 30, 1842, $0 00 
Estimate of amount required to be ap- 
propriated fot the half year ending 

June 30, 1843, ° . ° . 
Estimate of amount required to be ap- 

propriated for the fiscal year ending 

30th June, 1844, « . ° - 10,000 00 

Fort St. Philip, Mississippi river, Louisiana.—All 
the permanent gun traverses and pintle centres have 
been laid; parapets and breast-height wall repaired ; 
banquettes constructed ; a shot-furnace built; the old 
wooden bridge replaced by a new one of kyanized 
timber, complete except the draw-bridge. 

Present condition.—The fort is ready to receive its 
entire armament, but to render it efficient it will be 
necessary to provide a bomb-proof magazine, and ex- 
ecute several small repairs, for which there is an-cs- 
timate presented, 

$0 00 


10,000 00 


Unexpended balance September 30, 1842, 

Estimate of amount required to be appro- 
priated for the half year ending June 
30, 1843, - : ° ° - - 5,000 00 

Estimate of amount required to be appro- 
priated for the fiscal year ending June 

30, 1844, . ~ ee. F - 5,000 00 

Fort Livingston, Grand Terre island, Louisiana.— 
It being an important object to secure at this work, 
on account:of. its isolated position, a considerable 
stock of materials, nearly two-thirds of the available 
funds under the last appropriation were applied to the 
purchase of bricks, shells, lime, cement, &c. With 
the remainder, all the foundations of the work have 
been laid, except those of the casemate piers of two 
fronts. The scarp-wall has been raised six feet all 
around, except a part of one front, where it is four 
feet high. ‘The piers of all the relieving arches are 
raised to the springing line of the first tier of arches ; 
the front counterscarp-wall raised two feet all around, 
and about 159 feet of the rear counterscarp-wall raised 
four feet above its foundation. The parade of the 
fort has been raised to its proper level, and a consi- 
derable quantity of earth accumulated for the ram. 
parts. More than one-quarter of the total embank- 
ment of the work has been made. 

The distance of this work from all sources of sup- 
ply, its inaccessibility, the unavoidable augmenta- 
tion of contingent expenses—owing to these and other 
causes—imake it very important, on the score of eco- 
nomy, that this work should be pushed on to com- 
pletion as soon as practicable. Under that convic- 
tion this department asked, last year, for $90,000; 
of which sum only $10,000 was granted. I have 
now, consequently, to recommend an appropriation of 
$80,000 for the next year and a half. . 

‘The unexpended balance on the 30th 


September, 1842, : ~ - $10,537 23 
To be drawn from the Treasury before 

the Ist of January, 1843, conjectural, 1,000 00 
Estimate of amount required to be ap. 

propriated for the half year ending 

39th June, 1843, = - “ i - 30,000 00 


Estimate of amount required to be ap- 

propriated for the fiscal year ending 

30th June, 1844, - “ ° - 50,000 00 

Contingencies of fortifications, and incidental ex- 
penses attending repairs of fortifications.—The ex- 
penditures under these heads have been applied to 
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obje¢ts connected with the efficiency of the fortifica- 
tions, which were not provided for by specific appro- 
priations. The balances on hand under these appro- 
priations are deemed adequate to the probable wants 
for the next year and a half. 
The unexpended balance in the Treasury 
on the 30th September, 1842, - - $73,440 47 
To be drawn from the Treasury before 
the Ist January, 1843, - - - 2,000 00 
No appropriation asked for the half year ending 
30th June, 1843. : 
No appropriation asked for the fiscal year ending 
30th June, 1844. 


ROADS, HARBORS, &C, 


Pier.dike and light-house on Goat Island, Newport, 
R. L.—Since the date of the last annual report, a por- 
tion of the dike wall, 350 feet in length, has been 
built, and the communication between Goat island 
and the new light-house thereby completed. The 
heavy granite pavement of the pier has been perma. 
nently set in cement ; a brick pavement laid in lower 
floor of light-house ; an iron railing, 1,100 feet in 
length, has been put up on the east side of the dike ; 
and some progress made in an enrockment to protect 
the exposed point of the island contiguous to the dike. 
A set of lamps, reflectors, &c., is now in preparation, 
to be ready by the 10th of November, when the lan- 
tern may be lighted. Nothing remains to be done 
but the completion of the enrockment at the junction 
of the dike with the island, and an iron railing on 
the other side of the dike, for which the funds on hand 
are sufficient, and those now in hand of agent sufh- 
cient for the remainder of this year. 

Unexpended balance on the 30th Sep- 

tember, 1842, - - - - : - $5,124 26 
To be drawn from the Treasury before the 

[st January, 1843, - m Mi Bae 0 00 

No appropriation asked for the half year, from Ist 
January to 30th June, 1843. 

No appropriation asked for the fiscal year ending 
June 30, 1844. 

Ice-breaker, Staten Island, New York harbor.—lIt 
was considered prudent that a portion only of this 
work should be finished in the first instance, in order 
that the stability and efficacy of the project might be 
tested at an early day. After the trial of two winters 
the structure, so far as exccuted, is believed to answer 
its object well. The constructing officer reports it to 
be in good condition, and advises that the extension 
necessary to fulfil the original purpose may be made 
next year out of the balance of the appropriation now 
in his hands. He will be instructed to submit, with- 
out delay, his plan and estimates for such extension. 
Unexpended balance (all in agent’s hands) 

on 30th September, 1542. - - $7,388 97 
To be drawn trom the Treasury before the 

Ist January, 1843, - ‘ s ‘ 0 00 

No appropriation asked fer the half year ending 
30th June, 1843. 

No appropriation asked for the fiscal year ending 
30th June, 1844. 

Closing Hog Island channel, Charleston harbor.— 
In my annual report for 1839, there was a recom. 
mendation that, in consequence of the progressive 
deepening of Hog Island channel, and of accumu. 
lations in front of a part of the city of Charleston, 
this channel should be closed—and I now renew that 
recommendation. A report ov this subject, by the 
engineering officer superintending in Charleston 
harbor, will be found in page 114, of Doc. No. 2, 2d 
session, 27th Congress—papers accompanying the 
President’s message. 

Estimate of amount to be appropriated 

for half year ending June 30, 1843, - 0 00 
Estimate of amount to be appropriated 

tor fiscal year ending June 3u, 1844, - 350,000 00 





National road.—No appropriation having been 
made for the continuation of the Cumberland road in 
Ohio, Indiana, and Hlinois, since the year 1838. the 
operations have been entirely suspended, the busi- 
ness closed, and the officers ordered to other stations. 
Much of the road being left in an unfinished state, 
it is liable to be washed and worn away; unfinished 
structures upon the road are exposed to destruction , 
and the longer the resumption of operations is defer. 
red, the greater must be the cost of final completion. 

An estimate is submitted herewith, for the con- 
tinuation of the road in each of these States; and, 
if it be the intention of the Government to prosecute 
this work, an early appropriation is certainly recom. 
mended by every consideration of economy and sound 
policy. 

For more detailed information in relation to the 
roads, I have the honor to refer to the reports of the 
officers heretofore in charge, submitted with my last 
annual report. They will be found in the documents 
of the House of Representatives, 2d session, 27th 
Congress, document No. 2, pages 117 and 122. 


IN OHIO, 


The unexpended balance on the 30th 

September, 1842, - © ats - $142 94 
To be drawn from the Treasury before 

the Ist of January, 1843, - a > 0 00 
Estimate of amount to be appropriated 

for road in Ohio, for half year ending 

June 30, 1843, - * «tle : - 50,000 00 
Estimate of amount to be appropriated 

for the fiscal year ending June 30, 

Id44, : : : ° - - 50,000 00 


IN INDIANA, 


The unexpended balance on the 30th of 

September, 1842, ° ° - - $3,942 41 
To be drawn from the ‘Treasury before 

‘the Ist of January, 1843, - . . 0 00 
Estimate of amount to be appropriated 

for the road in Indiana, for the half 

year ending June 30, 1843, is - 75,000 00 
Estimate of ammount to be appropriated 

for the fiscal year ending June 30th, 

1844, - - - - - 75,000 00 


IN ILLINOIS, 


The unexpended balance on the 30th of 
September, 1842, = - : . - $5,063 67 





| To be drawn froin the Treasury before 


Ist of Januiry, 1643, ° ° ; 0. 00 
Estimate of arnount to be appropriated 

for the road in Illinois, for the half 

year ending June 30, 1843, ° - 75,000 00 
Estimate of amount to be appropriated 

for the fiscal year ending June 30, 

1344, : . - pois higi ks - 75,000 00 

Arrearages on account of survey for an extension 
of the Cumberland road to Jefferson, Missouri.—'T his 
Department was called upon by a resolution of the 
Senate of January 30, 1839, for an estimate of the 
cost of extending the national road through the 
States of Illinois and Missouri, to the city of Jeffer- 
son, Missouri.. The preliminary survey of the route, 
necessary to found the estimate upon, was made, but 
there has never been any specific appropriation to 
pay for it. As it has been decided at the Treasury, 
that the funds appropriated for the road in Illinois 
are not applicable to this service, the officer who 
made the survey stands charged with the whole ex- 
pense. I have, therefore, included in the annual esti- 
mates, an item for the cost of this survey, to which 
I beg leave to call your particular attention. 
Estimate for half year ending June 30, 

1343, - - - ° : - $1,359 &t 


Transfers.—In conforinity with your instructions 
of December 30, 1841, the following works have been 
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transferred from this office to that of the corps of | 
topographical engineers : 

1. Improving the navigation of the Ohio river, 
between Pittsburg and the falls. . 

2. Improving the navigat:on of the Ohio and Mis- 
sissippi rivers, from Louisville to New Orleans. 

3. Improving the Mississippi river, above the 
mouth of the Ohio river, and for the Missouri river. | 

4. A pier to give direction to the current of the 
Mississippi river, pear the city of St. Louis. 

5. Improving the navigation of the Arkansas ri- 
ver. ; 

6. Improvement of the navigation of the Hudson 
river, above and below Albany, in the State of New 
York. 

7. A light-house on Flynn’s Knoll, near Sandy 
Hook, New York. 

Military academy.—At the end of last year I 
pissed several days at West Point, engaged in a 
minute examination of every branch of the military 
academy, Witnessing personally the course of instruc- 
tion in all the classes, and looking carefully into the 
workings of the system of discipline; and it affords 
me gratification here to.repeat, that I found, on every 
side, satisfactory evidence of the entire success at- 
tending the zealous labors of the superintendent, 
professors, teachers, and officers of the institution. 

I believe that the academy has never been in a 
condition so perfectly fulfilling the purposes of its 
creation and maintenance as now. With a state of 
discipline as sound as at any period of its existence, 
the academy enjoys a course of instruction, theoreti- 
cal and practical, annually umproved by additions 
and modifications such as a careful experience will 
admit. Scareely a year has transpired that some 
extension of the course has not been found practica- 
ble and advantageous, even under a repugnance to 
innovation and change which admits nothing that does 
not stand the test of severest trial. At the same time 
that in this, the only safe way, the studies*have been 
expanded, it has been found practicable considerably 
to enlarge, by a mere economical division of time, the 
course of field instruction; which now, as concerns 
the branches taught, is quite complete. 

I have, however, earnestly desired to incorporate | 
one other species of military instruction which is of 
the first necessity; and which, if not taught there, 
cannot be acquired at all by the officers generally, 
for there can, for them, be no other school for this | 
branch of the military art. I refer to practical mili- | 
tary field enginecring ; and I now respectfully renew | 
the recommendation which has several times received | 
the support of the Exccutive, for the formation of a | 
company of sappers, miners, and pontoniers, to be con- 
nected with that branch of instructions, partaking of, | 
and assisting therein. On this subject, I bog leave 
to refer to my report of last yaar for many conside- | 
rations bearing on this topic; and alse to a letter espe- 
cially relating thereto, to be found at page 139 of 
Doc. No. 2, of papers accompanying the President’s 
message, 27th Congress, 2d sessio;. [t may be well 
to remark, however, that the instructions of the 
cadets in practical field engincering is one only of 
many important advantages to result from the crea- 
tion of the company in question. The other objects 
of this creation would be— 

Ist. Supplying the army with a description of 
force indispensable to military operations in time of 
war. 

2d. Supplying engineer officers, in their construc. 
tions during peace, with overseers and master-work- 
men, 

3d. Supplying to each fort, when finished, persons 
who shall be competent to execute all current re. 
ptirs, keeping the works at all times in readiness for 
service. 

The annual cxamination of the Military Academy 








in June was attended by a board of visiters, assem- 
bled on your invitation, who devoted themselves to 
a searching scrutiny into the condition of the insti- 
tution ; and, as their report, which I have the honor 
to transmit herewith, will show, with signal ability 
and discrimination. All the views and suggestions 
of this eloquent report are entitled to respectful at. 
tention, arid several of the recommendations to spe- 
cial consideration. 

The estimates for the support of the Academy, as 
furnished by the superintendent, accord, within a 
small sum, with those of previous years. The tab- 
ular estimates are accompanied by those exhibiting 
the customary details. I have increased his esti- 
mate by $30,000 for addition to the barracks for 
the cadets, and, as showing the necessity of further 
accommodations of this nature, I refer to the con- 
curring opinions of every board of visters for several 
years. past, 

I renew my recommendations that the adjutant of 
the Military Academy be put on the same footing as 
to pay and emoluments as an adjutant of dragoons. 
The duties of the adjutant in the army are more la- 
borious and responsible. 

The unexpended balance on the 30th of 

September, 1843, - - - . « $29,527 09 

To be drawn from the Treasury before 


the Ist of January, 1843, . - 4,000 00 
Estimate of amount required to be ap- 

propriated for the half year ending 

June 30, 1843, AR ae - - 14,455 10 
Estimate of amount required for the fis- 

cal year ending June 30, 1844, - 58,241 20 


The duties of the officers of the corps of engi- 
neers have kept all in full employment, and, indeed, 
at several points it has been necessary to resort for 
subordinate supervision more to hired persons than 
is advantageous, either on the score of economy or 
faithful execution, At some other points, moreover, 
it has not yet been possible, for waut of officers, to 
commence work for which Congress has made pro. 
vision. 

Within the year I have made personal inspection 
of all the operations in pregress north of the Savan. 
nah river, Georgia, inclusive, and I am proud to bear 
testimony to the ability and fidelity which mark the 
course of the officers, and the success that has at- 
tended their labors. 

I accompany this report with the annual estimates 
of this Department, viz : 

An estimate for fortifications under construction 
or repair from January 1, 1843, to June 30, 1843, 
and from July 1, 1843, to June 30, 1844. 

An estimate for new fortifications proposed to be 
commenced in 1843, 

An estimate for new harbor improvement from 
January 1, 1843, to June 30, 1844. ; 

An estimate for the const:uction of roads from 
January 1, 1843, to June 30, 1844. 

An estimate for the Military Academy frem Jan. 
uary 1, 1843, to June 30, 1844, 

And an estimate for the office of the chief engi- 
neer from January 1, 1843, to June 30, 1844. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your most obedient, 

JOS. G. TOTTEN, 
- Colonel and Chief Engineer. 

Hon. J.C. Srencer, Secretary of War. 





REPORT OF THE CHIEF OF THE BUREAU 
OF TOPOGRAPHICAL ENGINEERS. 





Boureav or ToroarapiicaL ENnGInrers, 
Washington, October 31, 1842. 
Sir: T have the honor to submit to your considera. 
tion the customary annual report, exhibiting a state- 
ment of the duties upon which the corps has been 
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engaged during the past P and also furnishing |directed tocomplcte the examination of the boundary 
estimates for the service of the ensuing year. as agreed upon. P 
1. A detachment of the corps has been unremit-}| 9. Survey of the lakes —This extensive and highly 
tingly connected with the army in Florida, and is }interesting duty, embracing a length of American 
still there, coast equal to that of the Atlantic, with all the vari- 
2. The survey for the defences of Soller’s flats{ous harbors of the lakes, is pressing forward with 
has been completed, also that for the defences of the | much zeal and ability. The report of the officer who 
Delaware break water harbor; but the drawings and | superintends it, attached to this, and marked No. 1, 
reports are not yet finished, will be found to contaim a full and interestmg account 
3. The survey for the defenee of Sandy Hook is/| of his operations. Hitherto, these have been confined 
now in execation. to Lakes Michigan, Huron, and St. Clair; and his 
4, The survey for the defences of the harbor and | estimate for the further progress of the work does not 
town of Portsmouth, New Hampshire, is also now|contemplate a greater extent of duties than those 
in execution. which he will superintend. If it be desirable that 
5. The extensive and minute military reconnais-|the survey of other lakes should be conducted at the 
sance for the defences of New Orleans hasbecn com-|same time, an amount greater than his estimate will 
pleted. This reconnaissance extends westwardly | have to be appropriated. With the view of enabling 
from the city of New Orleans to the Atchafalaya, | Congress todecide upon the matter, an increased est)- 
southwardly to the Gulf of Mexico, eastwardly to| mate will be submitted. 
Cat island, and northwardly to Donaldsonville. The| 10. Improvement of Red river.—This work is 
whole has been completed in a manner highly eredi-| under contract, in conformity with the directions of 
ble to the talents and industry of the officers engaged |the law. The raft which constituted the obstruction 
upon it. The report and drawings of that part of|to the navigation of the river has been removed, and 
this reconnaissance which lies west of the Missis-|the obligation of the contractor is now to keep the 
sippi, have been received at the bureau, and the re-| river open, under the direction and mspection of an 
port and drawings of the part east of the same river | officer of the corps. 
are daily expected. ll. The Potomac aqueduct.—As the United States 
6. The military reconnaissance of the peninsula of! was so large a stockholder in the Chesapeake and 
Maryland, south of the road from this city to Anna-| Ohio canal, of which this aqueduct forms a part, and 
polis, has been but partially completed, it being ne-| had made several appropriations specially for the con- 
cessary to order the officer who was engaged upon it | struction of the aqueduct, the Department considered 
to other duties. This is, however, an important duty, | it in the light of a public work, and directed that an 
intimately connected with the defences of this city, | officer of the corps should be assigned to its superin- 
and should be attended to at an early day. tendencs. I am happy to say that the whole of the 
These items, from 1 to 6, constitute the class of/ piers and abutments have been completed, also the 
duties, in reference to which expenses are paid from | frame to sustain the canal trunk; and the work is 
the appropriation “for surveys in reference to the | now in such a state of forwardness, that no doubt is 
military defences of the frontier, inland and Atlan-| entertained that the water may be let into it during 
tic.” ‘They are also a class of duties which ought | the course,of the next season. 
not to be delayed until a state of waris threatened or| 12, Repairs of the Potomac bridge.—As soon as 
apprehended, but should be executed when they can |the appropriation for this work was available, con- 
be done with that leisure and labor of investigation | tracts were made for the requisite materials, timber, 
so eminently required. A great extent of surveys of|and stone; and as soon as these materials were re- 
this kind have yet to be made, in order to place the } ceived, as many mechanics and laborers as could be 
Departinent in possession of those facts which would | employed to advantage were immcdiately engaged. 
form the basis of its operations in times of war, and | The bridge did not of itself furnish convenient space 
which can never be so well collected as during periods | for the framing of the cribs, and the adjoining shores 
when completely free from apprehension of war. I) were without sufficient depth to launch the cribs after 
hope, therefore, that the small estimate which will | they were framed. ‘These and other difficulties forced 
be submitted for the further prosecution of these mi-| the superintending engineer to establish his framing- 
litary reconnaissancvs and surveys, will meet your | yard on Mason’s island, opposite Georgetown, whence, 
approbation. after being launched, the cribs were floated to the 
7. A party has been organized and is now in the | site of the bridge, which unavoidably consumed more 
field for the survey of the Kanzas and the Platte rivers. |time than had been anticipated. The bridge was, 
These surveys form part of the matter collected under | however, used as a framing-yard for the superstruc- 
the head of “military and geographical surveys west | ture; and from occasional inspections of the work it 
of the Mississippi.” Having already completed a} is in my power to say that it is executed in the best 


manner, and has been pressed forward with the most 
cominendable energy and intelligence, Freshets and 








extensive region of country as lies north of the Mis. 


souri river, our object is now to extend observations |high winds, which oppose obstacles to such struc- 
south of that river; and as an accomplishment of a 


hat tures, are events which an engineer can neither con. 
part of this object, the survey of the two rivers named | trol nor precisely anticipate, and which frequently 
was directed. occur at most inconvenient periods. This work has 

It is contemplated toexhibit from these surveys all | not been without its full share of such embarrass- 
the important geographical features of the country | ments; yet I feel authorized to say that if the remain. 
south of the Missouri, upon a plan similar to that|der of the season should not prove to be unusually 
pursued of the country north of that river, (the map 


! t tempestuous, the bridge will be passable in January. 
of which will be published in the course of next Jan-| 13. The construction of the bridge across the ave- 
uary,) embracing the Rocky mountains and their! nue, near the Capitol.—On an application from the 


several passes, and gradually the region between those | superintendent of publie buildings, approved by the 
mountains and the Pacific. For these purposes small | Department, an officer of the corps was detailed to 
annual appropriations will be required, an estimate | superintend the reconstruction of this bridge. 
for which is now submitted. 14. A law of the last session of Congress appro- 
8. Survey of the northeastern boundary.—A strong | priated one hundred thousand dollars for the ita- 
detachment from the corps was continued on this provement of the Ohio, Mississippi, Missouri, and 
duty until the treaty was signed; and since, ou an) Arkansas rivers. The work on these rivers had been in 
application from the State Department, it has been | a measure suspended since 1838, some of the snag and 
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machine-boats been sold to meet existing debts, and) the machinery and boats are now in need of repairs, 
others were laid up ; all of which had been duly, and | The work itself, from the condition in which it had 
on several occasions, reported to Congress. Being, | unavoidably to be left, hae also been seriously injured. 
therefore, fully aware of these circumstances, Con-| To put the whole in the order in which it was at the 
gress, in the law making the appropriation just refer-| time the work was suspended, will probably involve 
red to, states that it is for building and repairing the | an amount of net less than $30,000. I speak con- 
necessary boats, and for carrying on the improvements, | jecturally upon this matter, not having yet received the 
&c. Two snag-boats had been preserved, which were | report of the officer who was sent to inspect the work. 
then lying in the harbor of St. Louis, bat which re-| 16. Delaware breakwater.—A smal) amount of 
quired extensive and costly repairs. Orders were | $1,500 was appropriated for the support of the Jight- 
immediately issued to have these repaired, intending | house on x work. As the work advanced, it wag 
to put them at work on the snags between St. Louis | found nec€ssary to construct atemporary light-house 
and the mouth of the Ohio as soon as practicable, | upon it, as well from the facilities it would afford to 
Officers were also sent to inspect the condition of} vessels engaged in bringing stone to the work, as to 
these rivers, and the effect of the work which had | indicate its position to pilots in their efforts to make 
been done. The late period at which the appropria- | the harber. ‘The light-house being erected from the 
tion passed, and the complete derangement which | fands of the breakwater, its care and preservation 
had been made necessary from the want of funds, | beeame necessarily a duty of the bureau in charge of 
of the working systém which lad been at one time | that work. ‘The annexed report, No. 2, from Major" 
established on these rivers, rendered it impossible tu | Bache, under whose immediate superintendence this 
do much this fall. The very season during which | work is placed, will fully possess the Department 
only such work can be advantageously done onthe | with the information which, by its letter of the 6th 
Ohio would inevitably be passed before the requisite of September, is directed to be obtained. 
boats and machinery could be made; and all the ox | The estimate for its preservation from 
perience which had been once acquired by the sub-| Ist January to 30th June, 1843, is .- $9,800. 
ordinate agents and hands on this duty was lost by And on the same account, from Ist July, 
the discharge of them. It was, therefore, a renewal, 1843, to the end of the next fiscal 
of the system, a commencement like the first, with year, namely, 30th of June, 1844, . 5,500 
few advantages over the first, except in the pesses.| The estimates of the same officer for the 
sion of the two snag-boats before alluded to. ‘T'hese| further prosecution of the work are, 
circumstances occasioned the course reported, namely,| from Ist January to 30th June, 1843, 59,528 44 
of a previous and thorough inspection of these ri. And from Ist July, 1843, to the 31st of 
vers, and the results of the work which had been | December, 1843, (six months,) - 50,451 56 
done, and of the repairing of the two boats, with the! He has, in this last item, omitted to extend hie es- 
intention of their immediate employ upon the local. | timate, in conformity with the law, to the termina- 
ity stated; which locality was generally represented , tion of. the new fiscal year on the 30th of June, 
as the one most urgently requiring attention. This 1844, which, however, will be found to have been 
part of the work being put in activity, attention was remedied m the estimate from this office. 
immediately to have been bestowed to the rebuilding) 1%. Light-house upon the Brandywine shoal.—The 
of the additional snag and machine-boats. But our narrative of all circumstanees eonnected with the 
plans have been much embarrassed by a circum-_ construction of this light-house has been so fully 
stance not anticipated, nor to be avoided by any pow- | and so frequently laid before Congress, that it is pre- 
ers of the Department ; but the result of which must sumed unnecessary to siy much in_referenee to it 
be patiently waited, and, ifadverseto our hopes, quietly in this report. The report upon it, from the super- 
subinitted to until Congress shall apply the remedy. intending officer, is hereto appended, No. 3: 

Henry M. Shreve, Esq., formerly the United The estimate for the preservation of the 
States agent on these waters, claims the invention of; material prepared for the structure, is, - $599 25 
the steam snag-boat, and has taken out a patent for, And for the completion of the work, - 99,716.21 
it. When he understood that we were fitting up the | Which items will be found divided in the estimate 
two snag-boats, he applied to.have an injunction laid | from this office, in conformity with your directions 
upon their use ;.and the judge has caused a notice to | and the new fiscal year. 
be served on J. W. Russell, Esq., the present United 18. Light-house on Flynn’s knoll.—This subject 
States agent in that quarter, to show cause why an_ has also been one of frequent report to Congress. 
injunction should not be issued, and has assigned a) The best plan, in my judgment, for the construction 
period during the present month for a hearing. on so exposed a position, is that of Mitchell’s patent 

The amount appropriated in the law of the last! serew moorings, It will be found referred to in a 
session was $100,000. Of this amount $15,000 will report from Captain Canfield, hereto annexed, No. 
be required for the repairs of the two boats which 4, and in much detail in a letter from Captain W. H, 
were on hand, ‘Three additional snag-boats will Swift, who bestowed great care in the examination 
have to be built, at a cost of about $75,000, which, | of these structures when in Europe. His letter will 
together with the repairs stated, and the machine- be found printed in House of Representatives’ docu- 
boats required for the Ohio, will absorb about the | ment of the Jast session, No. 740. When Captain 
whole of the appropriation. I have, therefore, sub. ,; Hughes, of the corps of Topographical Engineers 
mitted for the further prosecution of the improve-| was in Europe, he was directed to investigate this 
ment of these rivers the sum of $50,000, to be ex- | peculiar stcucture for light-houses. A copy of his 
pended between the Ist of January and the 30th of | letter on the subject, written after his return, will be 
June, 1843, and $100,000 between the Ist of July, | found hereto annexed, No. 5. ‘The ingenuity and 


1843, and the 30th of June, 1844, in conformity | simplicity of this plan, and its soundness in princi- 
with the law establishing the new fiscal year. ple, early impressed me its utility, and with the facili. 
15. Piers in the harbor of St. Louis.—The esti- | ty with which it may be applied to the shoals of our 
mate for the completion of this work, dated January, | coast. Accordingly, in a report from this office of 
1840, was $108,554. The whole was required for | December 30, 1839, (printed House of Representa. 
the service of 1840; arrangements being then in ex. | tives document, Ist session, 26th Congress, No. 2, 
istence, all hands instructed, and machinery in ogder, | page 670,) I have hazarded the opinion that “ it 
to justify anticipations of an energetic as well as intel- | would vastly reduce the cost of establishing light. 
ligent execution of the work. But as there was no} houses in such localities, and may possibly enable 
appropriation, hands had to be discharged, and both' the Government to erect similar struetures upen the 
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dangerous shoals of Cape Lookout, Cape Hatteras, 
and Cape Romaine.” 

Captain Swift, in his letter before referred to, states 
that $45,000 would probably be the expense of con 
structing such a light upon Flynn’s knoll, which! 
amount will be found divided, in conformity with the | 
law, in the estimate from this office. 

When it is considered how extensively this plan) 
may be applied to our coast, particularly upon its 
shoals, and how great would be the saving of both 
life and property if it were successful, (forjnstance, 
among many others, upomthe shoals off Barnegat,) 
it appears to me a subject deserving the most thorough 
trial, and which would fully justify the extra expense 
of sending one or two officers to Europe for the sole 
purpose of examining most critically into the locali- 
ties upon which such works have been erected, and 
into the most minute details in yeference to their 
structure ard cost. 

To enable the Department to carry out this view, | 
and to procure the requisite models as well as infor. | 
mation, I have ventured to increase Captain Swift’s' 
estimate for the structure on Flynn’s knoll by an 
amount of $5,000. 
~ 19. Improvement of the Hudson river below Albany. 
The reports upon this work will be found hereto! 
annexed, No. 6. The estimate for its completion is | 
$200,000 ; that for the repairs has been already sup. | 
plied from existing appropriations, and is therefore 
not included in the present estimate from the bureau. 

20. Harbor and river improvements. —These con- 
stitute an extensive class of works, for the prosecu- 
tion and completion of which there have been no ap- 
propriations since 1838. ‘They will be found referred 
to in much detail, with estimates applicable to each 
particular work, in reports from this office of the full 
of 1839 and subsequently. 

An effort was made in the report of November, 





1841, to arrange these works into two classes, with . 


views of completing those of the first class upon 
enlarged plans, and with the most durable materials, 
and those of the second upon the plans which had 
been adopted, and with materials such as had been | 
heretofore used. | 

Of the propriety of a classification upon these prin. | 
ciples there can be no doubt, and the only question | 
which could well be raised upon that which was sub. | 
mitted was, that some of the works of the second | 
class should have been placed in the first: a ques. 
tion, however, of no difficulty, it being within the 





power of the Department to correct it on proper’ ‘ 


representation, or with the aid of the opinions of an | 
investigating board. 

There were also several fine harbors on the lakes’! 
which were not included in either class, from the 
rule which had been some years since adopted in re. 
ference to annual estimates of bureaus, to include in‘ 
them those subjects only which had previously been 
the objects of Government expenditure, and were yet 
unfinished. ‘The remedy for these cases is in the 
hands of Congress. So soon as appropriations are 
made for any of them they will be duly classified, | 
and will then become, until completed, objects of the 
annual estimates. | 

With these explanations I shall again submit to 
your consideration the estimate for these works, 
naming several as of the first class, and covering | 
others under one general head of repairs, preserva- 
tion, and gradual completion. 

The condition of the several harbors, and the inju-| 
ries they have received trom exposure in their unfi- | 
nished state, will be found related in much detail in| 
reports heretofore appended, and number from | to 15, | 

Very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, | 

J. J. ABERT, 
Colonel Corps Topographical Engineers. 
Hon, J. C. Srencer, Secretary of War. 





| 
! 
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Miscellany. ng power magnifies the wings of tht 


‘second magnifying power magnifies the wings of the 
locust to twenty-seven feet in lenth. The fourth 
Sus-marine ‘Te_cescore.—This valuable invention ‘power magnifies the sting of the bee twenty-seven 
of Mrs. Sarah P, Mather, of Brooklyn, we have al-/| feet. By the sixth power, the eye of the fly, which 
ready noticed. ‘The apparatus was then arranged for | is said to contain seven hundred and fifty lenses, is se 
examining only the bottom of rivers, bays, lakes, and | magnified that each lens appears to be fourteen inches 
other deep waters. A person at the surface could, 'in diameter; the human hair is magnified eighteen 
by means of this instrument, obtain a clear view of|}inches in diameter, or four feet in circumference. 
the water at almost any depth, and at a distance of | Nothing can exceed the beauty with which insect 
twenty feet in every direction from the lamp, which | architecture is developed under the influence of this 
communicates with the surface by means of a tube.| enormous power. The condensing lens is nine and & 
Since that time Mrs. Mather has added an important | half inches in diameter.—English Paper: 

improvement, which enables one standing on the 
deck of a vessel to view the under part of the hull as 
distinctly as one sees his own face in a mirror. This 
improvement is effected by the application of mirrors 
or reflectors within the telescope, by means of which 
a side light is reflected, and the bottom of the vessel 
thus brought plainly into view. This invention must 
be of vast importance to our navy and to navigators 
throughout the world. It might at once be applied 
to the removal of the obstructions in the Mississippi 
and other rivers, and to the discovery of those unfor- 
tunate boats, and the recovery of the imperishable 
part of the cargges, which have been almost daily 
lost there, amounting to many millions of dollars per 
annum. No matter how turbid the water may be, 
the illuminating power of the instrument overcomes economy is desired. From a working model we 


its utmost opacity.—N. Y. Com. Adv. lave had the satisfaction of inspecting, we may sim- 
Tipe Gaver.—Mr. Mitchell, civil engineer of her| ply state, that at the bottom of the cylinder there is 
Majesty’s dock-yard at Sheerness, has invented a self. | fitted a conical valve through which the whole of the 
registering tide-guage, intended to show the time and | water injected by the jet is completely let off.on the 
height of high and low water. It consists of an iron| instant the piston is to descend, and the chamber re- 
pipe, 20 feet long and 1 wide; in this works a float,| mains perfectly dry when the steam is admitted for 
which, as ‘it rises aed falls with the tide, drives a| the next stroke. 
rack, carrying a pencil to and fro horizontally along 
the top of a barrel or cylinder, covered with a sheet 
of paper graduated to hours and feet; this cylinder 
again is connected by a wheel and pinion with a 
clock, which causes it to revolve once in 24 hours; 
the combined movements of the clock and float cause 
the pencil to describe on the paper the daily course 
of the tide; and it may by inspection be read off to 
halfan inch of rise and fall, and to two minutes of 
time.—London Nautical Magazine for January. 





IMPROVEMENT IN THE Steam. Encine.—The Stirling 
Observer mentions an important improvement in the 
steam-engine. The defects of the atmospheric en. 
gine have long been felt, from the waste of steam 
admitted into the cylinder, to force upthe piston. At 
its first entrance, it necessarily comes into immediate 
contact with the condensing water, and was, in fact, 
condensed in the very act of expansion ; while, by the 
descent of the piston, what remained was blown out 
through the cistern, and half of the injection water 
lost besides. A very simple and effectual method of 
remedying this has been devised, which seems fitted 
very-speedily to take its place ainong the most valua- 
ble efforts of skill, and prove at once of vast utili- 
ty in many situations where power combined with 


Smirn’s Pappte Boats.—The Styx steam-vessel, 
Capt. A. T. Vidal, has been ordered to be fitted with 
paddle-boats, on Capt. Smith’s plan, and all other 
steam-vesscls in the navy are to be fitted with this ad- 
mirable invention as opportunities offer. It may not 
be generally known that Capt. Smith’s paddle-box 
boats, now ordered to be attached to al] steam-vessels 
in the Royal navy, are simply boats made nearly of 
the common construction, but so applied and cor- 
rectly fitted as to occupy the space above the paddle. 

Svac Fenper.—Mr. J. W. Kirk, of Philadelphia, | wheels, previously covered in by an unshapely wood. 
has invented a plan to save steamboats on the western |en roof. Capt. Smith is at present engaged in expe- 
waters from injury by snags. It consists of a wrought! riments with his paddle-box boats to render them so 
iron guard extending round the bow. of the boat, to| buoyant as to serve every purpose of life bouts, and is 
be vlevated or depressed to suit the draught of water, quite sanguine that he will be successful, and in that 
which wili receive the first blow, and allow the boat | case every steam-vesse] in ler Majesty’s navy will be 
to sheer off from the snag. supplied with two efficient life boats in case of acci- 

Cannon.—The Sentinelle of Toulon, announces dent.— Woolwich, December 23. 
that a journeyman of that town, named Gentil, has Suavey or Tue Lakes.—This extensive and highly 
invented a piece of artillery which can be loaded at! important duty, under the charge of the Bureau of 
the breech, and, by means of percussion caps, dis-|‘Tepographical Engineers, is being pressed forward 
charged ten times in a minute, three men being | with much zeal and ability. The length of the Ame. 
sufficient to work it. rican coast embraced in this survey is nearly equal 

Diving Arraratvs.—It is stated that M. Laborde, | *® that of the Atlantic; and we are glad to see that 

in tan s ain 9 the Government is at length becoming sensible of 
of Bayonne, has invented an apparatus for divers, by | : : tiochendy 4a:-tihin: watitide: tivalieaiies 
means of which they may remain under water a | the importance — ; ey: g 
; Ri PE Ying at f facilities for harbor improvementeé, which are so much 
whole day, use their hands and feet in the most ra.{°"". | for th steition* ef the cemmiauteecet aie 
pid currents, and preserve easy respiration and ample pe te as seamen 
staaneti. northern lakes. 
The survey for the past season embraced the har- 
bors of Southport, Racine, Milwaukie, and, in part, 
Washington, or Sac Harbor, It is expected that the 


; Ret operations of next year will complete the line of sur. 
and is allowed to be one of the most powerful instru. vey from the mouth of Green Bay to Chicago, em. 
ments of the kind in existance. The effects are pro- bracing the harbors of Washington and Cheboygan. 
duced by the agency of the oxy-hydrogen jet playing | __Clereland Herald. 

on a piece of quick-lime, familiarly known as the | 
Druminond Light, and are perfectly astounding, as 
the following accurate statement of facts will show. 
The microscope in question consists of six powers, Die : 
ranging from 139 times to 74,000,000 times. The| The yellow fever prevails frightfully at Guayaquil. 





Powerrut Microscore.—A new Microseope, con- 
structed by Mr. Cary, the optician, for the Royal 
Polytechnic Institution, has lately been exhibited, 


Baitisnh West Inpia Steamers.—Capt. Lyall, the 
agent, warmly recommends that the coal depot, now 
esatablished Havannah, be removed to Pensacola. 

















_ hot surpassed south of Cape Henry, 


-keep your centre of gravity! I emphasize dry, be. 
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Correspondence of the Savannah Republican. 


U. 8. Sreamen Potnserr, 
. St. Augustine, Jan. 16, 1843. 

Since my last, incidents and accidents of various 
natures have occurred to render vur time both agree- 
able and the reverse. 

On our arrival at Jacksonville we discovered leaks 
in the vessel which required immediate repairs, and, 
after lighting her by removing some of the fuel and 
stores, we ran about twenty-five miles down the St. 
John’s river, where the Poinsett was beached, lite- 
rally beached. Here we lay four days with a list to 
port, keeled over like a ship in a heavy squall, and 
six with a list to starboard. ‘This, together with the 
continual banging of the caulkers’ hammers, formed 
a pleasing variety to our usual every day life. Nature, 
bountiful nature, supplied our table while we lay 
there, requiring a no larger mess.bill than the price 
of a little powder and shot. We lived upon game of 
various kinds, fish of the finest quality, and oysters 


As you may imagine, new year’s day passed un. 
heeded; it scarce elicited any notice. To think of 
spending this day high and dry upon a sand beach, 
nearly a thousand miles from home, in endeavors to 


cause the temperance pledge prevented my mess. 
mates, and the rheumatism myself, from drinking a 
welcome to, and the health of, his majesty forty-three. 

On the 13th we returned to Jacksonville, whence 
we departed day before yesterday, having finished 
re-stowing our stores and fuel, and repaired all the 
damages sustained by our craft, in her pas seul on St. 
John’s bar, at her third and last appearance upon 
those breakers. We were treated with the utmost 
kindness and hospitality during our stay at Jackson. 
ville, by the inhabitants of that town, being enter. | 
tained im various ways, and receiving from them every 
attention conceivable. 

It is now just one month and ninetcen days since 
we left New York for Tampa Bay, on a surveying 
expedition, to act in conjunction with the brig Oregon, 
under the command of Lieutenant Powell. That ves- 
sel left New York about ten days subsequently to us, 
and is now, no doubt, progressing rapidly with the 





survey, while we have a distance of six hundred miles 
yet to go before we reach our destined port. ‘his 
shows the great advantage of small steamers over | 
sailing vessels of about the same burden on the faith. | 
less deep; for when the fermer seeks a harbor for | 
safety—which is agreeable when you find a pleasant 
on—the latter pursues her course at the rate of ten 
or twelve miles an hour, which is disagreeable in the 
extreme, in a heavy sea and squally weather. It is 
presumed, although doubted by some, that we will 
reach ‘Tampa Bay in time to return north. Be that 
as it may, should the Government want the steamer 
Poinsett in Florida next winter, the proper plan to 
pursue would be to leave her at some port in that 
Territory, for getting her so far is an undertaking 
much more easily conceived than executed. 

We arrived here yesterday, and shall leave to-day 
or to-morrow, but where we will next bring up de- 
pends more upon the winds and waves than ourselves. 


J. K. D. 


The total number of vessels which arrived at New 
York during the past year is 1,960. The American 
vessels included in this number are 452 ships, 141 
barques, 545 brigs, and 245 schooners. The num. 
ber of passengers arrived during the year is 74,949. 
The number of coasting vessels arrived during the 
same period is 3,805, which, added to the number of 
foreign arrivals, makes a total for the year of 5,765, 
which is an increase of 112 over that of last year. 








In this account the great number of coasting sloops 
are not included. 


POETRY. 


However romantic they may be deemed, by some 
persons, the feelings in the following little poem have 
been so often proved and acted on, that a copyist, 
from nature, need not hesitate to depict them: 


STANZAS. 
BY MARIA DEL OCCIDENTE. 


I ask not gold—-(fair Una said;)— 
My soldier, let me go with thee, 
Or to the distant everglade, 
Or some lone islet of the sea ! 





Some islet,—where no eye is met,— 
» Save thine and thy brave comrades there ;— 
We'll walk the grassy parapet, 
With lips that breathe the self-same air. 


And, when the martial drum is mute, 
And softly glows the evening star, 
I'll listen to some friendly flute, 
Or sing, with thee, to thy guitar. 


Or, where the musky crocodile 

Sleeps, while the streams our fort reflect, 
If by thy side, I will but smile 

On the frail pickets that protect. 


Stung by his wrongs—(I know full well)— 
And frantic, in his wild despair, 

The savage, with terrific yell, 
May, haply, find an entrance there. 


Yet life, without thee, were but death, — 
And death is all a foe can give,— 

To taste thy last, warm, constant breath, 
To me, were better than to live ;— 


Then,—let him come !—I will not reck,— 
For, ere his hand can lay thee low,— 
My arms shal] twine about thy neck, 
My forehead take the self-same blow! 


Frencu Sreamenrs.—It is announced in the French 
papers that the fourteen steamers which are now 
building by the French Government, for the purpose 
of keeping up a communication with the most im. 
portant ports of the American continent and the 
East Indies, will be ready to put to sea in the month 
of June. Four will be placed on the line between 
Havre and New York. ‘The ten others will leave 
Cherbourg for different destinations. ‘These magnifi- 
cent vessels will combine, it is said, every comfort 
and convenience necessary to ensure the comfort of 
passengers, and may besides, in a very short time, be 
armed with forty picces of cannon. The price of 
passage has not yet been fixed, but it is certain that it 
will be much less than that which has hitherto been 
charged by the different English steamers.—N. Y. 
Courier, 





C. W. Aruy.—A few days since, when the com. 
missioners of the U. S., who had been sent to select 
or make a survey of a site for the Western Armory 
were here, they were invited by a gentleman to meet 
some of his friend at dinner. Among the guests in- 
vited was one of our Washingtonians. When the 
wine was introduced, Col. L., one of the commis- 
sioners, said, addressing our brother, “Sir, shall I 
have the pleasure of a glass of wine with you 2?” 

‘« Excuse me, sir, I belong to the army.” 

“ Belong to the army? I was not aware of it !” 

* Yes, Colone!, I belong to the Cold Water Army.” 

** Really, sir, you are very excusable.” —Cinetanati 
Star. 
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WASHINGTON. 
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THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 9, 1843. 














Port Mauon.—From a report made by the Secre- 
tary of the Navy we learn that it is contemplated to 
abandon this port as a naval depot, and to establish 
a place of rendezvous at Spezzia. Mahon was se. 
lected at the time of our differences with the Barbary 
Powers as a place of rendezvous for the Mediterra- 
nean squadron, on account of the convenience of its 
situation and of certain privileges and accommioda- 
tions offered by the Spanish Government, which 
could not have been so readily procured elsewhere. 
But, in consequence of the disorders which prevail 
among the soldiery at that place, and the frequent 
quarrels, often resulting in death, between them and 
the sailors of the squadron, it is now thought advisa- 
ble to abandon it altogether. 

The Department also has it in contemplation to 
establish a place of rendezvous outside the Mediter- 
ranean. During about three months of the year 
(from the middle of December to the latter part of 
March) tempests of a violent character prevail 
throughout the Mediterranean. During this period, 
the vessels of all nations, cruising in that sea, very 
generally keep in port. The smaller vessels, being 
able to find, more readily than the larger ones, shel- 
ter in the various harbors of the coast, cccasionally 
cruise between port and port, as their services are 
required; but the larger vessels rarely ventyre to do 
so, and never without strong necessity, in conse- 
quence of the injuries to which they would expose 
themselves from the frequency, the suddenness, and 
the violence of the storms. Our own squadron fol- 


lows the example of those of all other nations in this | ordinary service of these vessels will not be materially 


particular. But by establishing a place of rendez. 
vous outside the Mediterranean, this time may be 
improved. by cruising in the Atlantic. This will be 
done as soon as possible, probably during the next 
spring. 





The Navy Department has ordered a rendezvous 
to be opened at Charleston, S. C., and Commander 
Ricnarp S. Pinckney is appointed ‘ecruiting officer. 
The schooner Flirt, lately employed on the coast of 
Florida, will be used as the receiving vessel, under 
the command of Lieut. L. B. Newe.t. 





We have been permitted to publish the following 
extract of a letter received by a gentleman in this 
city, enclosing the beautiful stanzas, on the pre- 
ceding page, by ** Maria del Occidente,.” 

** While in the Island of Cuba, I remember being 
permitted to direct a little piece (intended for the 
‘Army and Navy Chronicle’) to your care. 

«I am sorry that little paper no longer exists, as 
the army and navy (at least, as it seems to me) re- 
quire some particular organ through which they can 
express their particular feelings. If they have none 
now, however, it is partially their own fault; be- 





cause if they had generally.eubscribed, their chroni-. 
cler would have been able to continue. 

« Every little piece sent to the ‘Army and Navy 
Chronicle’ was printed in a manner so correct, that 
it was a pleasure to read it over; and this was a 
merit the more valuable, as it is rare in the present 
state of things.” - 





COMMUNICATION WITH THE PACIFIC. 

It is truly surprising that no means have hitherto 
been devised of facilitating the communication be. 
tween the United States and the countries of the 
Pacific. A letter of business, or a public despatch, 
however important or urgent, must make a voyage 
of four months around Cape Horn, or be subject 1¢ 
the risk, almost the certainty, of loss, in the attempt 
to find its way across the Isthmus of Darien. Half 
the nations of South America might be destroyed by 
an earthquake, and we should not hear of it, except 
by accident, for months afterwards. 

We are much pleased to understand that this sub. 
ject has, for some time past, engaged fhe attention of 
the Secretary of the Navy, and that he has deter- 
mined to apply a remedy to the evil as far as his 
power and authority extend. We are just informed 
that he is preparing certain of the small vessels of 
the navy, such as are unfit for distant cruising, for 
service in the gulf of Mexieo. He proposes that one 
of these vessels shall leave Pensacola on or about a 
particular day in each month, and sail direct to Cha- 
gres; and in like manner, one of them shall leave 
Chagres on or about a particular day in each month 
and sail direct to Pensacola, The intermediate time 
will be employed in cruising in the Gulf and Carib- 
bean sea in the usual course of their duty. Thus the 


interrupted, while an opportunity will be afforded for 
the transmission of public despatches and private 
letters, with certainty, and in one-fourth the time now 
usually required. It is ascertained, as we are inform- 
ed, that arrangements will be made for the speedy 
transmission of all letters, &c., betwen Chagres and 
Panama, as soon as it shall be known that a proper 
communication is established between the. former 
place and the United States. 

It is probable that a similar arrangement will be 
made for a more certain and direct intercourse be- 
tween Pensacola and Vera Cruz. 

The advantages of such arrangements are too 
obvious to need any proof. They will be felt not 
only by the Government, but by every merchant con- 
cerned in the trade of those countries. There cannot 
be a more useful mode of employing a few of the 
small vessels of the navy, which, while they are 
exactly adapted to this service, are of very little use 
in any other.—Madisonian. 





The Navy Appropriation Biti was passed yester- 
day by the House, the amendment to reduce the pay 








of the officers twenty per cent. being rejected. 
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Proceedings in Congress. 
SENATE. 
Tuurspay, January 26, 


Mr. Bayvarp, from the Committee of Naval Affairs, 
reported a bill to amend the act entitled ** An act to 
re-organize the Navy Department of the United 
States.” 

{This bill provides that the Bureaus of Construc- 
tion, Equipment, and Repairs shall be divided into 
two distinct bureaus, viz: a bureau of construction 
and repair, and a bureau of equipment; and the 
Bureaus of Ordnance and Hydrography shall be di- 
vided into two parts, viz: one of ordnance and the 
other of hydrography. 

The appointment of the chiefs of the different 





bureaus and the clerks is vested in the Secretary of| 


the Navy. 


“HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuespay, January 31, 


The bill making appropriations for the support of 
the army and Military Academy, and for armories, 
arsenals, arms, and munitions of war, and surveys, 
for the half calendar year ending the 30th day of 
June, 1843, and for the fiscal year beginning the Ist 
day of June, 1843, and ending the 30th day of June, 
1844, was taken up. 

The amendments of the Committee of the Whole, 
“that in all cases of appointments of cadets to the 
West Point Academy, the individual selected shall be 
an actual resident of the Congressional district of the 
Stat@of Territory from which the appointment pur- 
ports to be made ;” that * hereafter no board of visi. 
ters should-be appointed, unless otherwise ordered ty 





Congress ;” the corresponding amendment striking 
{out the appropriation for said board; and that “the 


Chiefs of bureaus, of navy yards and docks, of | number of cadets should be limited to the number of 
equipment, of ordnance, and of hydrography, are not | Representatives and Delegates in Congress, and that 
to be under the rank of commander. }each Congressional and Territorial district should be 





The salaries of the chiefs of bureaus are fixed at | 
#3 500, in lieu of all other compensation. 

For the Bureau of Construction and Repairs there | 
are three clerks, viz: ene assistant constructor and | 
draughteman at $1,600, one of accounts at $1,200, 
aud the other at $1,000. 

For the Bureau of Equipment there are to be three 
clerks ; one chief clerk at $1,400, and two others at 
$1,000 each. 

For the Bureau of Ordnance the like number. 

For the Bureau of Hydrography one draughtsman | 
at $1,000 per annum, and two other clerks, one at’ 
$1,200 and the other at $800. 

For the Bureau of Provisions and Clothing two 
additional clerks, one at $1,200 and the other at 
$1,000. 

For the Bureau of Medicine and Surgery, one ad- 
ditional clerk at $1 200. 

For the office of the Secretary of the Navy, one 
accountant general at $1,609, and one assistant ac- 
countant general to receive $1,200.] 


Tuurspay, Fesruary 2. 


The bill from the House making appropriations for | 
the Army of the United States and for the Mixrrary | 
Acapvemy, was read a first and second time, and re. | 


ferred to the Committee on Finance. | 
Faivay, Fesruary 3. | 


The bill for the occupation and settlement of the’ 
‘Territory of Oregon was passed, without amendment. | 


Satrurpay, Fesruary 4, 


Mr. Gwinn presented a memorial from citizens of | 
Adaims county, Mississippi, in favor of selecting the | 
city of Natchez as the site for a naval armory and 
dry dock. 

Monpay, Fesrvary 6. - 


Mr. Sevier presented resolutions from the Legis 
lature of Arkansas, calling the attention of Congress 
tu the necessity that exists for the erection of forts 
and military posts on the borders of that State. 

Mr. Evans, from the Committee on Finance, re- 
ported the Army Appropriation Bill, with an amend- 
ment, 

‘The amendment consists of an appropriation of 
$9,029 for completing the barracks at Fort Severn. 

To include a survey of the direct communication 
from Albemarle sound to the Atlantic ocean. 

Appropriates ~ 2,000 for continuing the meteoro- 
logical observations at the military posts. 

Also, $50,000 for the improvement of the Mis- 
sourl, Mississippi, aud Arkansas rivers, for said halt 





year. 


entitled to have one cadet at tlre said Academy,” were 
severally concurred in, and the bill was passed. 


Wepnespay, Fesruary 1. 


Mr. Thompson, of Mississippi, moved to reconsider 
the vote by which the Army Arprorriation Biv had 
been passed yesterday, with a view, if that motion 
prevailed, to move that the bill be recommitted to the 
Committee of Ways and Means, with certain imstruc- 
tions. 

The motion was laid on the table. 

Mr. Sxyver asked leave to offer the following reso- 
lution, which was read for information : 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary in- 
quire whether Samuel R. Betts, district judge of the 
United States for the southern district of New York, 
refused to entertain a complaint of murder alleged to 
have been conmitted on the high seas, upon the 
ground that he had other business of a civil nature to 
occupy his time; and to report to the House the pro- 
per proceedings to be taken un the occasion. 

‘he House refused to suspend the rules, and the 
resolution was not received. 


Tuursvay, Fesruary 2. 


The following resolutions, reported yesterday by 
Mr. Apams, from the Committce on Foreign Affairs, 
were adopted : 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to inform this House by what authority 
and under whose instructions Captain Thomas Ap 
Catesby Jones, commander of the squadron of the 


| United States in the Paciie ocean, did, on or about 


the 19th of October last, invade in warlike array the 
territories of the Mexican Republic, take possession 
of the town of Monterey, and declare himself com. 
mander of the naval and military expedition for the 
occupation of the Californias. 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to communicate to this House copies of 
all the instructions given by him, or under his au- 
thority, to the said Captain Jones, from the time of 
his appointment to the command of said squadron ; 
also, copies of all communications received from him 
relating to his expedition for the occupation of the 
Californias; and also to inform this House whether 
orders have been despatched to the said Captain Jones 
recalling him from his command. 


Fripay, Fesrvary 3, 


‘** A bill making appropriations for pensions for the 
half calendar year beginning the lst day of January 
and ending on the 30th day of June, 1843, and for 
the fiscal year ending the 30th day of June, 1344,” 
Was passed. 
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Saturpay, Fesruary 4. 


The House resolved itself into Committee of the 
Whole, and took up “A bill making appropriations 
for the naval service for the half calendar year be- 
ginning the Ist day of January and ending the 30th 
day of June, 1843, and for the fiscal year beginning 
the lst day of July, 1843, and ending the 30th day of 
June, 1844.” 

The following item being under consideration : 

“For pay of commission, warrant, and petty offi- 
cers, and seamen, including engineer corps, for the 
said half calendar year, one million four hundred and 
ninety-six thousand five hundred and eighty-four dol- 
lars and fifty cents; and for the said fiscal year two 
millions nine hundred and ninety three thousand one 
hundred and sixty-nine dollars.” 

Mr. Meaiweruar otfered the following amendment: 

** Provided, ‘That, until otherwise directed by liw, 
“no part of the present or any future appropriations 
for the pay of commission, warrant, and petty offi- 
cers, including engineer corps, shall be paid to the 
saine except upon a reduction of the present pay at 
aud after twenty per cent.” 


ARWUMY. 


Resignations and Causalities during the year 1842. 
RESIGNATIONS, (10.) 





Captain W. B. Guion, corps of topographical engi- 
neers, 3lst March, 1842. 

Ist Lieutenant F. L. Jones, 4th artillery, 10th June 
1842, 

Ist Lieutenant G, C. Thomas, 4th artillery, 31st 
January, 1842, 

Ist Licutenant J. H. Bates, 4th artillery, 20th July, 
1842, 

Ist Lieutenant M. C. M. Hammond, 4th infantry, 
3lst December, 1842. 

Ist Lieutenant T. B, Arden, 7th infantry, 3lst De- 
cember, 1842, 

Ist Licutenant W. B. Hayward, 8th infantry, 31st 
December, 1842, 

2d Lieutenant A. Waugh, Ist infantry, 3lst May, 

| 1842. 

2d Lieutenant R. D. Stephen, 3d infantry, 20th Feb. 
ruary, 1842. 


. 





The amendment was warmly opposed by Mr. Wise. 

Mr. Wise having concludéd, Mr. Prorrir obtained 
the floor; but Mr. McKeon also claimed to offer the 
following as an amendment to the amendment : 

Provided, That no part of the moneys hereby ap- 
propriated shall be expended in “ preparing, equip- 
ping, or maintaining” any naval force under the 8th 


article of the treaty between the United States of 


America and Great Britain, made at Washington 
August 9, 1842. 

It was ruled to be out of order. Mr. Prorrit pro- 
ceeded, but yielded to a motion that the committee rise, 


Monpay, Fesruary 6. 


The Committee of the Whole resumed the consi- 
deration of the Navy Appropriation Biix, the pen- 
ding question being on the amendment offered yes- 
terday by Mr. Meriweruer. 

The amendment was supported by Messrs. Cave 
Jounson, Gorpvon, Marx A. Cooper, and ArRNoLD; 
and opposed by Messrs. 'l'iLuincuast and Fessenpen, 

Mr. Gorvon would prefer that the amendment be 
so modified as to limit the reduction to all salaries of 
$1,000 and upwards. 





NOTICE TO MARINERS. 


Extract of a letter received at Lloyd’s from Capt. 
Roallons, of the Eagle :—*I omitted to inform you 
in my late letter of passing a rock above water, about 
four miles distant, on my passage from Hamburg to 
Newfoundland. By a gocd observation, the longi- 
tude at 8 hours, 21 minutes, and 14 seconds, A. M., 
was 13 degrees 32 minutes W., and by a mer. alt., 
latitude 47 degrees, 41 minutes, and 22 seconds N. 
The vessel making a true west course, and running 
by log five knots per hour until 11; when abreast of 
it, bearing SSW by compass, leaving it in latitude 47 
degrees, 37 minutes, and 22 seconds N., and longitude 
23 degrees 51 minutes W.; it formed three distinct 
points, the highest to the westward appeared to be 
about eighty feet high, the sea breaking violently 
over the lower part near the eastern extremity, but 
no appearance of shoal water round it. Was in 
sight of it two hours, and should have gone hearer, 
but was prevented by the wind being to the south- 
wird. It was seen distinctly by the mate and the 
crew.” 

The Royal Swedish Department of Marine has 
notified that the Baskar and Botto Lights, situated 
in the canal of Gottenburg, which hitherto have 
been only lighted from the 15th of August of the 
one to the Lith of April of the following year, will in 
future, like the crown lights, be kept burning 
throughout the whole year. 


2d Lieut. C. W. Sears, 8th infantry, 10th Oct., 1842, 
DISBANDED, (13.*) 


Surgeon P. Maxwell, 23d September, 1842. 

| Assistant Surgeon Edward Worrell, 23d Sept., 1842. 
| Assistant Surgeon John Emerson, 23d Sept., 1842. 
Assistant Surgeon L. A. Birdsall, 23d Sept., 1842. 

_ Assistant Surgeon S. R. Arnold, 23d September, 1842, 
' Assistant Surgeon W. 'T. Leonard, 23d Sept., 1842, 
| Assistant Surgeon B. W. Woods, 23d Sept., 1842. 
Assistant Surgeon C. W. Stearns, 23d Sept,, 1842. 
Assistant Surgeon Dabney Herndon, 23d Sept., 1842, 
Assistant Surgeon Geo. Buist, 23d September, 1842. 
Assistant Surgeon Charles C. Keeney, 23d Sept., 1842, 
Paymaster A. A. Massias, 23d September, 1842. 
Paymaster Charles Mapes, 23d September, 1842, 


DEATHS, (16.) 


Bvt. Brig. Gen. H. Atkinson, colonel 6th infantry, 
at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, 14th June, 1842. 

Bvt. Brig. Gen. J. R. Fenwick, colonel 4th artillery, 
at Marseilles, France, 19th March, 1842. 

Colonel A. Cummings, 4th infantry, at New York, 
N. Y., 3lst January, 1842, 

Major M. P. Lomax, ordnance department, at Water. 
town, Massachusetts, 27th March, 1842. 

Bvt. Major Fabius Whiting, lst artillery, at Lancas. 
ter, Massachusetts, 16th May,-1842. 

Bvt. Major R. M. Kirby, Ist artillery, at Fort Sulli. 
van, Maine, 7th October, 1842. 

Bvt. Major R. A, Zantzinger, 2d artillery, at St. 
Louis, Missouri, 4th January, 1842, . 

Bvt. Major D. Wilcox, 5th infantry, at Pilatka, 
Florida, 3d January, 1842. 

Captain J. P. Simonton, lst dragoons, at Fort Wayne, 
Cherokee Nation, 21st February, 1842, 

Captain J. Green, 2d artillery, at Fort Columbus, 
N. Y., 17th August, 1842. 

Ist Lieutenant J. M. Clendenin, 2d infantry, at Madi- 
son Barracks, N. Y., 17th Uctober, 1842, 

Ist Lieutenant L. P. Davidson, Ist dragoons, at Sara. 
toga, N. Y., 27th June, 1842. 

2d Licutenant R. B. Parker, 4th infantry, at Phila. 
delphia, Pa., 13th September, 1842. 

Surgeon A. Elwes, at Pilatka, Florida, 12th June,. 
1842. 

Assistant Surgeon John Robertson, at sea, 20th May, 
1842, 

Paymaster W. Rector, near Fort Smith, Arkansts, 
8th February, 1842. 


DROPPED, (3.) 


Captain G. C. Hunter, 6th inf., 10th February, 1842. 
2d Lieut. C. Wickliffe, Ist drag., 12th April, 1842. 
Paymaster L. G. De Russy, 26th July, 1842. 





* Under the Act of August 23, 1842, 
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AVY. 


Jan. ORDERS. 
3)—Licut. G. M. Hoos, detached from Constitution. 
Licut. ‘I’. P. Green, ship St. Louis, Nerfolk. 

31—Liecut. W. S. Swann, schr. Grampus, Norfolk. 
Lieut. H. Gansevoort, order to Grampus revok’d. 
P. Mid. W. 5S. Ringgold, ship St. Louis, as act- 
tiug master. 
Mid. R. A, Knapp, naval school, Philadelphia. 
Feb. 
1—Liout. G. T. Sinclair, receiving-ship, Norfolk. 

Lieut. G. M. McCreery, schr. Grainpus, do, 

f,ieut. G. G, Williamson, ordinary, do, 

Lieut. R. S. Trapicr, Charleston, 8. C., station. 

Licut. J. Fy Armstrong, detached from receiv- 

ing-ship, Boston. 

Mid. Henry Ashton, receiving-ship, Boston. 
2—Mid. R. P. Mason, Mediterranean squadron, 
3—Lieut. L. G. Keith, P. Mid. J.S. ‘Taylor, Mid. E. 

Gordon, W. Hammond, J. L. Johnston, C. H. 
Oakley, and M. J. Simith, ship St. Louis. 








Norfolk. 
4—Com.n’r R.S. Pinckney, rendez., Charleston, S.C. 
Lieut. J’ H. North, do. do. 
Lieut. H. ‘I’. Wingate, do. do. 


Licut. L. B. Newell, command of rec. ves. do. 
Lieut. J. B. Marchand, ship St. Louis, Norfolk. 


Mid. F. P. Wheelock, do. do, 
Lieut. ‘T. A, Elunt, frigate Brandywine, do. 
Lieut. W. W. Bleecker, do. do. 


P. Mid. B. F. B. Hunter, rec. ves., Charleston. 
5—Lieut. W. A. Jones det’d from Schr. Grampus. 


Jan. RESIGNATION, 
20.—John A. Guion, Assistant Surgeon, 








Vaval Inielligence. 


U. 8. VESSELS OF WAR REPORTED. 

Sreciat. service.—Sloop Murion sailed for the 
Spanish Main from St. Thomas, on the 8th of Jan. 

Brig Porpoise, for the coust of Africa, ready for 
sea at New York. Oificors: 

Lieut. Commanding, Arthur Lewis ; Lieutenants, 
N. S. Stellwagen, George L. Selden, George W. 
Chapman; Purser, M. C. Watkins; Assistant Sur. 
geon, George Maulsby; Acting Master, M. C. Wat. 
kins; P. Mid., Richard Allison ; Mid., Beverly Ran- 
dolph, J. M. Ford, J. B. Stewart, George M. Dibble ; 
Captain’s Clerk, A Lewis, Jr.; Purser’s Steward, 
Henry O. Barker. 

Home Squapron.—Rizee Independence sailed from 
New York, Saturday, 4th inst. 

Schr. Borer arrived at Nassau Jan. 20, 7 days from 
Norfolk. 





LETTERS ADVERTISED. 
Norrouk, Feb, 1, 1843. 


Licut. J. H. Strong, Lieut. J. J. B. Walbach, Pur. 
ser S. Ramsey, P. Mid. W. H. Adams, P. Mid. Ed- 
ward Donaldson, P. Mid. M. C. Watkins, P. Mid, I. 
C. Wait, 2, P. Mid. M. B. Woolsey, Mid. J.S. Byers, 
Mid. H. K. Davenport, Mid. J. F. Mc€®urthey, Mid. 
C. H. Oakley, Mid. N. 'T. West. . 

Wasuineton, Feb. 1, 1843, 

Army.—Major Charles Davies, Capt. E, Lyon, 
Capt. F. A. Smith, Asst, Surg, Wm. Maffit, Lieut. 
Tomas McCrate, Lieut. G. W. Patten. 

Navy—Com. Wadsworth, Lieut. Alonzo B, Davis, 
Lieut. Horace N. Harrison, Lieut. W. T. Muse, 
Lieut. D. D. Porter, 3, Lieut. George M. White, 
Purser John C. Holland, Mid. B. L. 8. Henderson. 

Marine Cores.—Lieut. W. A, TT’. Maddox, Lieut. 
T. 'T. Sloan, Lieut. Algernon 8. Taylor, 2. 


Jan. ARRIVALS AT WASHINGTON. 
30—Paymaster C. Davies, army, Col. Totten’s. 


Cupt. R. E, Lee, Eng’r Corps, Arlington. 
Feb. 

1—Lieut. S. C. Ridgely, 4th arty., |. Georgetown. 

3—Brig. Gen. W. K. Armistead, Brown’s. 





PASSENGER. 


Savannan, Feb. 2, per Steamer Gen. Clinch, from 
Charlestun, Lieut. H. J. Hartstene, U.S. N. 


Marriage. 


On the 2d inst., at St. Jolin’s Churclry, Georgetown, 
by the Rev. Mr. Burier, Captain BLADEN DULA- 
NY, U.S. navy, to CAROLINE, daughter of Major 
Cuarves J. Nourse, of the District of Columbia. 
—_—_—_- — = 


RPeaths. 


At Princeton, on Friday morning, 27th January, 
WILLIAM BRADFORD STOCKTON, brother of 
Captain Roserr J. Srockron, of the navy. 

At Norfolk, Monday 28th ult., aged 10 months, 
Mary, daughter: of Mrs. ApeLaive and Commander 
W. M. Armstrona, U. S. navy. 

In Washington, on ‘Tuesday morning, 31st ultimo, 
at the residence of his sop Lieut. M. F. Maury, of 
the U. S. navy, Mr. RICHARD MAURY, in the 
77th year of his age. 

In New York, on Wednesday evening, February 
1, aged 17, Harriet, eldest daughter of the Rev. C, 
S. Srewart, Chaplain in the U.S. navy. 


























| genta y will be received at the Purchasing Office, Quar- 
termaster’s Department,in Philadelphia, to furnish the fol- 
lowing materials and articles for the United Statcs Army for the 
year 1843, viz: 

Sky blue twilled cloth, 6-4 wide, 

Bicached cotton shirting, 7-8 wide, 

Unbleached do, do. 7-8 wide. 

Unbieached cotton drilling, 7-8 wide. 

Flannel of cotton and wool, 7-8 wide* 

Canton flannel, 3-4 wide. 

Uniform caps for dragoons, artillery, and infantry. 

Pompons for artu.lery. 
* Shoulder straps (br. ss) for dragoons. 

Blankets 6) ket ong, 5 feet wide, weight 4 pounds, * 
» Horse blankets (blue) 6 feet long, 5) wide, weight 4 pounds, 

Drums, complete, artillery and infantry. 

Metal cap equipments for dragoons, artillery, and infantry. 

Hatchets, 

Worsted binding and cord of all kinds: 

The quantity and number of these articles will be determined 
hereafter, 

Casks for one year from April next. 

The whole are to be of domestic manufectured materials. Pat- 
terns of all the required Woollen and Cotton Cloths and articles 
are deposited in the Purchasing Office in this city for examina- 
tion, Samples of any of the Woollen and Cotton Cloths will be 
sent to any manufacturer, on application to this office, by mail, 
and such infyrmation given as may be desired. 

On the samples ant patterns exhibited the contracts will be 
founded and imspeetions made; and no article will be received 
that is inferior im the materials or workmanship to, or that does 
not correspond in every respeet with, the pattern on which a con- 
tract is founded, 

‘Lhe supplics are to be delivered at the United States Arsenal, 
near Philadelphia, for inspection, in equal monthly portions, and 
the contracts are to be filled on or before the Ist day of August, 
1843. 

‘The proposals must be in writing, sealed, and endorsed “ Pro- 
posals,” and must reach the office of the Assistant Quartermaster 
General on or before the 20th day of February, 1843, Security 
will be required for the fulfilment of contracts, 

Purchasing Office, Qr. Mr'rs Dept. 

Philadelphia, January 20, 1843. 
jan26—eotteb20 


FOR SALE AT THIS OFFICE. 


SYNOPSIS OF THE CRUISE OF THE EX- 
PLORING EXPEDITION, by its Commander, Lt. 
Charles Wilkes, with a chart, showing the tracks of 
the vessels, 

BITUMEN: its varieties, properties, and uses, 
compiled from various sources, by Lieut. H. Wager 
Halleck, U. S. Corps of Engineers, under the direc- 








tion of Col. J. G. ‘Totten, Chief Engincer. 














